


It is the goal of this textbook to move beyond the

myths and legends that cloud our understanding

of the past and to present a straightforward narrative

history of Texas from the prehistoric era to the 

present. The authors have combined the most recent

scholarship with primary research, providing students

with the best narrative history of the state written

to date. The authors’ focus primarily rests on the 

cultural, social, and political history of the state, but

they have also  included a healthy dose of economic

and military history.

The Fourth Edition includes new introductions and

conclusions to each chapter, which are designed to

capture the students' attention and provide them a

way to broadly conceptualize the information covered

within the chapter. The book is written in a “student

friendly” style, providing a comprehensive overview

and clear understanding of concepts. In part to

accomplish this purpose, each chapter contains a

detailed study guide, a feature that no other Texas

history textbook has to date.

Texas Voices: Documents & Biographcal Sketches,

written and edited by Keith Volanto, contains five pri-

mary source documents, three compact biographies,

and photographs for each chapter to supplement the

text and awaken the students’ interest in Texas’s past

and appreciate the relevance course material.
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Chapter 1 – Before European Contact 

Chapter 2 – The Spanish Invasion of Texas,

1519-1821 

Chapter 3 – Mexican Texas, 1821-1835 

Chapter 4 – Texas Revolution 

(October 1, 1835-April 21, 1836)

Chapter 5 – Birth of a New Republic,

1836-1845 

Chapter 6 – The 28th State in the Union, 

1845-1861 

Chapter 7 – Texas During the Civil War,

1861-1865 

Chapter 8 – Reconstruction in Texas:

The Unfinished Civil War, 1865-1874

Chapter 9 – Economic and Political Reforms,

1874-1890

Chapter 10 – The Populist Movement, 

1890-1900

Chapter 11 – Society and Culture, 1874-1900

Chapter 12 – The Progressive Era and 

World War I, 1900-1919 

Chapter 13 –The Rise of Urbanization,

Expanding Opportunities, and the Invisible 

Empire, 1920-1929 

Chapter 14 – The Great Depression and 

New Deal, 1929-1940 

Chapter 15 – World War II and Texas,

1941-1945

Chapter 16 – On the Threshold of

Modernization, 1945-1959

Chapter 17 – The Turbulent Decade:

Reform and Reaction, 1960-1972

Chapter 18 – A Transitional Decade,

1972-1979   

Chapter 19 – Complex Times, 1980-1994

Chapter 20 – The Dawn of a New Century,

1995-2011


